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1.0 Background, Scope, and Purpose 

1.1 Background 

In August 2013, the U.S. Department of the Interior's Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) and 

the U.S. Department of Transportation's Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) signed an Interagency Agreement 

(IAA) to develop and implement SafeOCS, as a voluntary program for confidential reporting of 'near misses' 

occurring in oil and gas production on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). BSEE and the BTS entered into a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in August 2016 to allow BTS to collect equipment failure data required 

under BSEE rules for reporting blowout preventer (BOP) system or component failures (30 C.F.R.§ 250.730(c)) and 

safety and pollution prevention equipment (SPPE) failures (30 C.F.R.§ 250.803). On October 26, 2016, the BSEE 

director announced the expansion of the SafeOCS program beyond near miss reporting to include the confidential 

collection of equipment failure data pursuant to regulations 30 C.F.R.§ 250.730(c) and 30 C.F.R.§ 250.803. 

Data collected by BTS under the IAA is protected under the Confidential Information Protection and Statistical 

Efficiency Act of 2002 (CIPSEA) (44 U.S.C. §3501). This means: a) data collected by BTS under SafeOCS are protected 

from inquiries of other government agencies, including BSEE, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, and 

subpoena; b) data on near miss incidents collected under SafeOCS may not be used for regulatory purposes; and c) 

only aggregate statistics and analytical results generated from the data will be made available to interested parties 

or released to the public.  

1.2 Purpose 

This document was developed to assist the offshore drilling operators and their representatives with the 

completion and submission of equipment component failure notifications pursuant to regulation 30 C.F.R.§ 

250.730(c).  

Federal regulation 30 C.F.R.§ 250.730(c) was established to ensure accurate reporting of BOP system and 

component failures, from initial notification to investigation and failure analysis, communication of failure 

information and lessons learned, and design and procedural changes.   
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1.3 Scope 

This document applies to submissions of well-control equipment failures to SafeOCS in accordance with 30 C.F.R.§ 

250.730(c), including all American Petroleum Institute (API) S53 components and adjacent equipment, such as: 

¶ Auxiliary Equipment (Drillstring valves, gas separation equipment, top drives, and test equipment) 

¶ BOP Stack 

¶ BOP Controls (Primary, Secondary and Emergency) 

¶ Choke Manifold Equipment 

¶ Diverter System 

¶ Riser System (Including choke and kill lines). 

This document establishes the criteria and provides guidance on: 

¶ Accessing the SafeOCS data system (Section 3) 

o On-line link to the SafeOCS website 

o Creating a new account 

o Starting the online reporting process 

¶ Reporting WCR equipment component failure online (Section 4) 

¶ Reporting WCR equipment component failure through file uploading (Section 5) 

¶ Updating and adding files to an existing WCR equipment failure notification (Section 6) 

¶ Deleting files attached to an existing WCR equipment failure notification (Section 7) 

¶ Detail instructions on how to complete the WCR failure notification online form (Section 8) 

¶ Conducting component investigation plus failure analysis and documentation (Section 9) 

¶ Reporting supplemental information to support learning (Section 10) 

¶ Reporting design and procedural changes (Section 11) 

¶ Submitting a SPPE Failure Notification (Section 12, Coming soon) 

¶ Submitting a Safety Event Report (Section 13, Coming soon) 
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2.0 Definitions and Acronyms 

2.1 Definitions 

A list of definitions is provided in Appendix 1. 

2.2 Acronyms 

API American Petroleum Institute 

BOP Blowout Preventer 

BSEE 
Bureau of Safety and Environmental 

Enforcement 

BTS Bureau of Transportation Statistics 

BWM Between Wells Maintenance 

HSE  Health, Safety and Environment  

IADC International Association of Drilling Contractors 

JIP Joint Industry Project 

LMRP Lower Marine Riser Package 

NPT Non-Productive Time  

OEM Original Equipment Manufacturer  

QA/QC Quality Assurance/Quality Control 

RCFA Root Cause Failure Analysis  

RWP Rated Working Pressure  

SFI Skipsteknisk Forskningsinstitutt 

SME Subject Matter Expert  

WCR Well Control Rule 
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3.0 Accessing the SafeOCS Reporting System 

The SafeOCS Reporting System is accessed through the website of the SafeOCS program at www.safeocs.gov. 
(Figure 3.1) 

 

 

Figure 3.1 SafeOCS Web Page 

 

¶ To submit a Well Control Rule (WCR) equipment component failure notification, select the WCR button on 

the home page or the WCR Failure Notification tab on the main navigation bar. 

¶ To submit a Safety and Pollution Prevention Equipment (SPPE) failure notification, select the SPPE button 

on the home page or the SPPE Failure Notification tab on the main navigation bar. 

¶ To submit a Safety Event report, select the Safety Event button on the home page or the Safety Event 

Report tab on the main navigation bar. 

 

Since data reported to SafeOCS are confidential and protected under the Confidential Information Protection and 
Statistical Efficiency Act of 2002 (CIPSEA) (44 U.S.C. §3501 note), a user has to register and create an account in 
the SafeOCS Reporting System before he/she can submit equipment failure notifications or safety event reports. 
 

 

 

http://www.safeocs.gov/
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To register an account in the SafeOCS Reporting System, select the Register tab on the main navigation bar of the 

SafeOCS website (Figure 3.2).  

 

 

Figure 3.2 SafeOCS Registration page 
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4.0  Submit a WCR Failure Notification online 

Step 1: Login to your SafeOCS account 

Provide your Email and Password to login to your SafeOCS account at the Login page for WCR Failure Notification 

submission. (Figure 4.1) 

 

Figure 4.1 SafeOCS Log in page 

Step 2: Confirm your agreement to the Confidentiality and Burden Statements 

After login, the user is required to read and consent to the Burden Statement and Pledge of Confidentiality. Check 

ǘƘŜ άL ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ - - -Σά box and select the Start New Report button to continue (Figure 4.2). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.2 POC and Burden Statement 
webpage 
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Step 3: Select a mode of submission 

SafeOCS offers three ways to submit WCR equipment component failure notifications: Online, Upload, and Postal 

Mail (Figure 4.3). SŜƭŜŎǘ ά{ǳōƳƛǘ bŜǿ WCR Equipment Component Failure Notificationέ online tab to make a report 

online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.3 SafeOCS web portal 
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Step 4: Complete the online WCR Equipment Component Failure Notification form 

The selection ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳōƳƛǘ New WCR Equipment Component Failure Notificationέ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ will bring up the WCR 

online form (Figure 4.4) for the user to complete. 

 

Figure 4.4 WCR equipment failure form 

 

Detailed instructions on how to complete the WCR Equipment Component Failure Notification on-line are provided 

in Section 8. Please refer to that section, if there are questions about the meaning of or the expected values/entries 

for any of the data fields. 
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Step 5: Review, edit the WCR Equipment Component Failure Notification form before submitting 

It is important to review and edit the completed notification form before submitting to correct any data-entry 

errors. Once a notification is submitted, it will not be available for review or edit anymore and errors made in data 

entries can only be corrected by submitting an update to the original notification.  

Step 6: Submit the completed notification form 

{ǳōƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳ ōȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳōƳƛǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ όCƛƎǳǊŜ пΦрύΦ 

Please note: 

¶ hƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳōƳƛǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊƳ is saved to the SafeOCS 

database and a BTS reference number is generated for the notification. 

¶ If the user closes the online form without submitting it, all information entered in the form will be lost. 

¶ Once a notification is submitted, it will not be available for review or edit by the user. Corrections to a 

submitted notification can only be achieved by submitting an update to the original notification. 

 

Figure 4.5 WCR equipment failure form 
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When a notification is successfully submitted, a message will show on the screen of the SafeOCS website to inform 

the user that the notification has been successfully submitted (Figure 4.6). An email of Acknowledgment of Receipt 

will also be sent to ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ with SafeOCS (Figure 4.7). 

 

Figure 4.6 WCR submittal page 

 

Figure 4.7 SafeOCS email account page 

From: SafeOCS  

Sent: Wednesday, November 22, 2017 3:26 PM 

To: email address of the reporter 

Subject: Acknowledge of Receipt - WELL CONTROL 

User Name, 

The following WCR equipment failure reports you submitted through the SafeOCS online system at 

3:26:04 PM on Nov 22, 2017 have been received by SafeOCS:  

IADC Incident Number BTS Reference Number 

 
WCR2017#00xxxx 

If you have any questions, please email SafeOCS@dot.gov or call 1-844-OCS-FRST (1-844-627-3778). 

Thank you,  

The SafeOCS Team 

SafeOCS@dot.gov 

1-844-OCS-FRST (1-844-627-3778)  
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5.0  Submit a WCR Failure Notification through file uploading 

Step 1: Login to your SafeOCS account (Refer to Section 4.0 for details) 

Step 2: Confirm your agreement to the Confidentiality and Burden Statements (Refer to Section 4.0 for details) 

Step 3: Select a mode of submission: 

Among the three modes of submission (Online, Upload, and Postal Mail), select the ƭƛƴƪ ά¦ǇƭƻŀŘ t5C CƻǊƳέ ƻǊ the 

ƭƛƴƪ ά¦ǇƭƻŀŘ 9ȄŎŜƭ CƻǊƳέ (Figure 5.1). 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.1 WCR Failure Notification page 






























































